
 
 

 
 
 
 
       January 18, 2013 
       Myerstown, PA   17067 

 

President Bryan Rittle called the monthly planning meeting of Myerstown 
Borough Council to order at 7:04 P. M., prevailing time, on Friday, January 18, 2013. 
The meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers in the Myerstown Municipal 
Center, 101 East Washington Avenue, Myerstown, PA   17067. 
 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
  A roll call was taken. Present were: President Bryan L. Rittle, Teresa Allwein, 
Keith Fox, Park W. Haverstick, II, Barry Lutz, and Borough Manager/Borough Secretary 
Eric L. Powell. Council Vice President Gloria R. Ebling arrived at 7:16 P. M. Council 
Member Michael Behm was absent. 
 
 
MINUTES: 
 
  No minutes of past meetings were presented for approval at this planning 
meeting and no actions were taken on any minutes.  
 
 
CITIZENS’ AND VISITORS’ COMMENTS: 
 
  No citizens or visitors who were in attendance addressed Borough Council. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS – PENDING ISSUES: 
 
  There was no old business to consider at this meeting. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
  Council President Rittle discussed the differences between the meeting calendar 
distributed by Dianna Dohner and the schedule of meetings that was recently advertised 
in the Lebanon Daily News. The January 2013 planning meeting listed for January 14, 
2013 was not advertised. However, tonight’s meeting date was actually advertised. 
Planning meetings in February were advertised for February 8, 2013 and February 13, 
2013. Although it would be held on the Wednesday after the regular monthly meeting in 



 
 

February, it was decided by general consensus to keep February 13, 2013 available for 
a planning meeting. Additionally, the planning meetings scheduled for March 2013 and 
October 2013 do not match the advertised dates. Again, the general consensus was to 
keep the October 7, 2013 listed meeting date as the date for that month’s planning 
meeting. It was also noted that budget meetings are currently scheduled for September 
18, 2013; October 16, 2013; and November 20, 2013. All of those meetings will be held 
at 6:30 P. M. It was requested that the calendar be re-printed with the revised dates. 
 
  The currently vacant clerk position was discussed at length and no decisions 
were made to fill the position. Currently, the position is being staffed through a 
temporary employee assigned from Accountemps. Janice Sick is the person that has 
been contracted and assigned to the Borough. The Borough has no commitment to use 
Ms. Sick for any set length of time. Mike Behm remains interested in the position. 
However, he currently has training classes in the evenings and will not be available until 
the second week of March. The general consensus was to continue to use Janice Sick 
from Accountemps to fill this need for the time being and to continue to evaluate the 
Borough’s needs at the next meeting. Mr. Rittle indicated that Ms. Sick is looking for a 
full-time position and may indeed be interested in working for the Borough. 
 
  It was reported that the employee’s first paychecks of 2013 contained errors 
concerning the carried over vacation time and newly available sick and vacation time. 
Additionally, the sick time banks were erroneously removed from the paychecks for the 
Police Officers. This is not a good situation. It is hard to see why this happened after the 
Borough went to extra effort to meet with and provide Linda Brown at Rabold’s with the 
most current and up to date information. It was discussed that the Borough may want to 
take over payroll processing at some point in the future. 
 
  Council President Rittle reported that discussions between the Water Authority 
and the Borough concerning the subsidy agreement for planned bond issue have 
resumed again. Bond Consultant John McShane from Boenning And Scattergood also 
has advised the Borough that interest rates have started to decrease again and that the 
projected bond savings now exceed $400,000.00 without consideration of any required 
reserve account. Mr. Rittle feels that there is a real chance to agree upon a subsidy 
agreement, which would allow the bond issue to proceed. The proposed compromise 
centers on using the large amount of Water Authority funds on deposit at Fulton Bank to 
function as a reserve account. Mr. Rittle also advised Borough Council that Borough 
Solicitor Fred Wolf and Water Authority Solicitor Ken Sandoe were working to schedule 
a smaller meeting of representatives of each body to discuss and negotiate the final 
terms of a subsidy agreement that would be acceptable to each party. Mrs. Ebling and 
Mr. Haverstick agreed to participate in such a meeting when it is finally scheduled. Mr. 
Rittle reported that it is possible the meeting could take place at the Water Authority’s 
next meeting scheduled for next Thursday, January 24, 2013 t 7:00 P. M. at the Water 
Treatment Facility. However, this potential meeting is not definitely scheduled at this 
point in time. 
 
  General discussion took place on how to fill the vacant Wastewater Operator 



 
 

position at the Wastewater Treatment Facility. It was reported that Barry Ludwig is 
reviewing the original position advertisement text and may recommend some small 
wording changes to it. Two resumes that could be considered for the position were 
shared with Borough Council. The resumes were from Paul Kulp from Hawaii and from 
Scott A. Seaman. Mr. Kulp is a licensed operator and Mr. Seaman is not a licensed 
operator. However, he does possess strong mechanical skills. Borough Council 
decided, by general consensus, to attempt to schedule interviews with both of these 
potential applicants. 
 
  Mr. Rittle indicated that the Borough should remove Dianna Dohner’s name from 
the list of authorized signers for the Borough accounts at Fulton Bank now that she has 
retired from the Borough. Her name should also be removed from being able to make 
electronic transfers to and from all Borough accounts at Fulton Bank. Additionally, her 
name should be removed from all of the Borough accounts with the Pennsylvania Local 
Government Investment Trust (PLGIT). Borough Council President Rittle reported that 
he discussed this matter with Solicitor Wolf and that Solicitor Wolf recommended that 
Bryan L. Rittle and Gloria R. Ebling be designated as account signers and authorized to 
make electronic transfers for the PLGIT accounts. 
 
   Motion by Mr. Fox and Second by Mr. Lutz: To direct Borough Manager Powell 
to contact Fulton Bank and have Dianna Dohner’s name removed as an authorized 
signer from all accounts at Fulton Bank and from all accounts at PLGIT. This includes 
removing her name as authorized to make electronic transfers. Further, the motion 
authorizes that Bryan L. Rittle and Gloria R. Ebling be authorized to make electronic 
transfers for the PLGIT accounts. 
 
  Motion passed unanimously on a vote of 6 – 0. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
 Borough Council recessed the regular meeting and went into Executive Session 
at 8:15 P. M., prevailing time to discuss several legal and personnel matters. 
 
  Borough Council returned from Executive Session at 8:52 P. M., prevailing time 
and reconvened its regular session. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: (continued) 
 
  Borough Manager Powell reviewed the dates and times for the coming meetings 
with the Eastern Lebanon County School District (Tuesday, January 29, 2013 – 8:00 A. 
M. – School District Administrative Offices) and Dauphin-Lebanon County Boroughs 
Association (Tuesday, January 29, 2013 – 6:00 P. M. – Hometown Family Restaurant, 
Palmyra, PA). 
 
 Mr. Rittle, Mrs. Ebling, and Borough Manager Powell indicated that they would be 



 
 

able to attend the meeting at the School District. 
 
  Mr. Rittle, Mrs. Ebling, Mr. Lutz, Mayor Lush, and Borough Manager Powell 
indicated that they would attend the meeting of the Dauphin-Lebanon County Boroughs 
Association. 
 
 
COMMENTS FOR THE GOOD OF THE BOROUGH: 
 
  There were no such comments from any Council Member in attendance. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
  Borough Council President Bryan Rittle adjourned the meeting at 9:01 P. M., 
prevailing time. 
 
       Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
       Eric L. Powell 
       Borough Secretary 
 

Due to the termination of Borough Manger Eric L. Powell minutes are being 
signed by the Borough President Bryan L. Rittle.  

 

 

      Bryan L. Rittle 
      Council President 
       
 


